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A new and enhanced immigration health and disability screening programme will be phased in this year, Immigration Minister Lianne Dalziel announced today.

The new screening regime follows the first comprehensive review of existing immigration health screening policies, Lianne Dalziel said.  

“The New Zealand Immigration Service (NZIS) and the Ministry of Health will begin phasing in the new health and disability screening requirements from March 2004.  We expect that the new screening requirements will be fully implemented by the end of this year,” she said.

“These changes reflect the international environment in which New Zealand operates.  With the increasing numbers of travellers visiting New Zealand and increasing numbers of foreign students it is important to ensure that our publicly funded health and education systems are not adversely affected.”

The new programme boosts health screening measures.  More people wanting to enter New Zealand, will have to undergo tuberculosis (TB) screening particularly if they are from or have recently lived in identified countries with a high incidence of TB.  

“This includes countries with more than 20 cases of TB per 100,000 of population and countries where the TB notification rate is likely to be inaccurately low due to poor diagnosis and notification.”  

At present only people planning to be in New Zealand for two or more years must be screened for TB.  Under the changes, TB screening requirements will apply from March 2004 to students wanting to stay in New Zealand for more than six months, and from mid-2004, to visitors and workers intending to stay for longer than one year.

“By the end of 2004 it is intended to extend compulsory TB screening to all people wanting to enter New Zealand for six months or more, from high-risk countries.”

“In addition, the new policy will require all people coming to New Zealand for 12 months or more, to undergo a full medical examination.

“The medical examination will test for a range of ill health and disability indicators, but has been expanded to include screening for HIV, Hepatitis B and significant kidney disease.  It also allows for an assessment of likely costs to special education.”

“The review has clearly identified the need to improve protection for the public against a highly contagious disease like TB.   There were also issues related to people entering New Zealand while potentially needing treatment for such conditions as kidney failure or HIV/AIDS.  The changes seek to off-set these risks.

In addition a flaw in the existing policy was that it did not identify disability unless there were associated costs to the public health system.

A new framework for assessing an acceptable standard of health includes three main components:

· screening for conditions that pose a public health risk.

· benchmarks to identify “significant” costs or demands plus a list of conditions that are above the benchmarks.

· professional support systems to ensure that NZIS medical advisers have access to speciality areas when assessing individual cases and for updates on disease and disability trends.

 “Rules which previously allowed almost all residence applicants to apply for a waiver to the health and disability requirements have also been tightened.

“Now, only those who have close family links to New Zealand (ie, spouse, partner, parent, sibling, child), domestic violence category migrants and refugees will be able to be considered for a waiver.  

Lianne Dalziel said she was pleased with the results of the review.

“Not only have we brought New Zealand’s requirements more in line with countries like Australia and Canada, we have ‘future-proofed’ the policy by providing that the Ministers of Health and Immigration can jointly agree to add or remove screening requirements in response to any changed circumstances.”

Contact:
National Contact Centre – ph: 0508 55 88 55
Note:  Question & Answer sheet attached.

For more information online:  www.immigration.govt.nz or www.beehive.govt.nz/dalziel/ 
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